It now seems reasonably established that males with a severe impairment of testicular tubular function tend to have elevated FSH levels, while, contrary to previous concepts, gonadotrophin levels associated with the syndrome of hypogonadotrophic hypogonadism are not necessarily low but are frequently in the lower normal adult range (Franchimont, Burger & Legros, 1973 (Schonfeld, 1943) and normal sperm characteristics as defined by , served as controls.
as described previously . A tempting explanation for this phenomenon would be the longer half-life of FSH (Coble, Kohler, Cargille & Ross, 1969) compared to that of LH (Köhler, Ross & Odell, 1968) , resulting in a more sustained elevation of plasma FSH levels and possibly causing an increased renal excretion.
No adverse effects were observed in any of the subjects receiving LH-RF. By contrast, visual disturbances and increased aggression were reported by all the normal subjects and seven out of nine oligospermic males taking clomiphene citrate. Similar side-effects have also been described by Anderson, Marshall, Young & Fraser (1972 (Rowley & Heller, 1972) , leaving spermatogenesis undisturbed. The patients studied here would thus be unlikely to benefit from any hormonal replacement therapy.
